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Saint George & Saint Paul Catholic Parishes
February 22, 2026– First Sunday of Lent

PPaarriisshh MMiinniisstteerrss
Saturday, February 28

4:30 pm
Lectors: Patti Schaff, Ginger Grilli
Ministers of the Eucharist: Karen Sebo,

Heather Young, Dee Stryzinski, Donna Dermotta,
John Magyaros

Ushers: Terry Briceland, Tom Englert, Ted Yuhaniak,
Rob Clunen

Servers: Trenton Clunen, Chaya Murray,
Rudy Markovich

Sunday, March 1
8:30 am

Lector: Jack Williams
Minister of the Eucharist: Jo Barto
Offertory: Kren Family
Servers: Graeme and Harry Kren

11:00 am
Lectors: Frank Leslie, Danny Fire
Ministers of the Eucharist: Albert Lewandowski,

Karen Lewandowski, Rosemary McClish,
Michele Thompson, Dave Bedell

Ushers: Jerry Briceland, Joe Moran, John Staudt,
Bob Kotel

Servers: Lincoln Stratton, Logan Stratton, Noah Kotel
5:00 pm

Lectore: Maria Leon
Ministros de Comunión: Juana Baltazar, Isabel Leon
Monaguillos: Esteban, Gael, Luis
Sacristanes: Isabel Leon, Juana Baltazar
Musicos: Julio Gomez, Rosalina Mateo

Mass Schedules and Intentions

Saturday, February 21, Vigil for Sunday
4:30 pm Mass at St. Paul

Olga Dimko by Daughters,
Linda & Chris and Families

Sunday, February 22, First Sunday of Lent
8:30 am Mass at St. George

Kathryn Peterson Gallo
by Altar & Rosary Society

11:00 am Mass at St. Paul
Tom Thompson
by Dad, Mom & Brother
Goetz Family by Rosemary McClish

5:00 pm Spanish Mass at St. Paul
Monday, February 23, Lenten Weekday Saint Polycarp

9:00 am Mass at St. Paul
Daryl Bixler by Dave & Rose Bedell

Tuesday, February 24, Lenten Weekday
9:00 am Mass at St. Paul

Steph Kaine by Peggy Fitch
Wednesday, February 25, Lenten Weekday

9:00 am Mass at St. Paul
Kenneth Blessinger
by David & Robin Domanich

12 noon Stations of the Cross at St. Paul
Thursday, February 26, Lenten Weekday

9:00 am Mass at St. Paul
Ron Limberger by Benita Rice

[Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament until 4:00 pm]
Friday, February 27, Lenten Weekday

(Day of Abstinence) Saint Gregory of Narek
9:00 am Liturgy with Communion at St. Paul
5:00 pm Stations of the Cross at St. Paul, Spanish
6:30 pm Stations of the Cross at St. George

Saturday, February 28, Vigil for Sunday
4:30 pm Mass at St. Paul

Zelda Gondek by Pauline McGrath
Sunday, March 1, Second Sunday of Lent

8:30 am Mass at St. George
Mark Hudnell by Fr. Joseph Ruggieri

11:00 am Mass at St. Paul
John Shivers III by Family

5:00 pm Spanish Mass at St. Paul

Confession Schedule
At St. George Parish, Saturday at 1:00 pm
At St. Paul Parish, Saturday at 3:30 pm

[Also available by appointment. Call the office.]

PPrraayy wwiitthh tthhee SSccrriippttuurreess
++ DDaaiillyy RReeaaddiinnggss ++

Sunday, February 22:
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Psalm 51;

Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11
Monday, February 23:

Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18; Psalm 19; Matthew 25:31-46
Tuesday, February 24:

Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 34; Matthew 6:7-15
Wednesday, February 25:

Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 51; Luke 11:29-32
Thursday, February 26:

Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Psalm 138; Matthew 7:7-12
Friday, February 27:

Ezekiel 18:21-28; Psalm 130; Matthew 5:20-26
Saturday, February 28:

Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalm 119; Matthew 5:43-48
Sunday, March 1:

Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 33;
2 Timothy 1:8b-10; Matthew 17:1-9

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com 2



Diapers size 1-6,
Training pants size 2T-5T
& feminine products are
available for all in need
at Centro San Pablo

Mondays & Tuesdays 9-3:30
Courtesy of Project MKC

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Our Parish Family Welcomes
Newly Baptized Members

Amelia Raquiel Lopez Ajanel
Julio Antoni Lopez Ajanel
Maria Aylin Lopez Ajanel

On February 8, 2026

O

A

Saint George & Saint Paul Catholic Parishes
February 22, 2026– First Sunday of Lent

February 14-15
Will be reflected in the March 1 bulletin

Bulletin submissions/announcements:

Must be sent in the original format for editing purposes.
Due by Noon 10 days before the bulletin date,

after that it will be considered for a future bulletin
Email: churchoffice@stpaulsalem.org

Beginning in February and continuing through March,
FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES OF COLUMBIANA
COUNTY will be collecting non-perishable food items to
help county families in need. With your generous giving,
added to those of the other Catholic churches of our county,
we were able to provide food to 115 families as well as rent
and/or utility assistance to 7 families during the months of
October through January. THANK YOU and BLESS YOU
for all that you have done to help those families through a
difficult time!

Widows Support Group Meeting

After a winter break, the Widows Support Group will resume
meeting on Tuesday, March 3, at 10:00 AM in the living
room of St. Paul Parish Center. All women are invited to
attend as we support each other and plan activities for this
year. For information call Theresa at 330-360-8827.

St. Patrick’s Feast Day Dinner
Please join us for the Annual St. Patrick’s Feast Day Dinner
at St. Patrick Hall in Leetonia. All are invited.

Saturday March 14th, at 6:00pm
Corned Beef & Cabbage, Sausage w Peppers & Onions,

Chicken Marsala, Potatoes, Green Beans, Spaghetti Oleo,
Bread, Assorted Desserts

Tickets can be purchased for $15.00 each. Pre-sale only by
March 8, please. Tickets will be available through Marily
Camp, Willard Lutz, or Jeff Kiliany. Or, to reserve a ticket,
call or text Jeff Kiliany 330-853-6099.

The Blessing of Easter Baskets and Foods
Basket Contents and Symbolism

A typical Eastern European Easter basket of food
to bless on Holy Saturday would include a variety of
symbolic foods. Families may personalize their basket.
·Eggs: Decorated Ukrainian pysanky or various dyed or
plain white eggs symbolize hope, new life and Christ’s
Resurrection from the tomb.
·Butter: Dairy products symbolize the celebration of the
end of Lent and the richness of our salvation. It also
reminds us of the goodness of Christ that we should have
toward all things.
·Easter Bread: A round, sweetened, yeast loaf. Paska or
rye, topped with a cross, symbolic of Jesus, the Bread of
Life.
·Horseradish: Symbolic of the bitterness and harshness
of the Passion of Christ. Mixed with vinegar symbolizes the
sour wine given to Jesus on the cross. It may be white or
red (mixed with shredded beets)
·Pepper: Symbolizes the Passion of Christ and bitter
herbs.
·Kielbasa: Symbolic of the Christ’s death and rising from
the dead as well as God’s favor and generosity.
·Smoked bacon: Its great fattiness symbolizes the
overabundance of God’s mercy and generosity.
·Salt: Symbolic of a necessary element in our physical life.
Also of purification, prosperity, and justice; Preserves us
from corruption.
·Cheese: Symbolic of the moderation Christians should
practice. Usually fresh, cry curd or farmer’s cheese shaped
into a ball.
·Sweets: Symbolizes the promise of eternal life or of good
things to come. Usually fruits, candy, poppyseed and nut
rolls, and pastry.
·Ham, Lamb, or Veal: Meats are symbolic of great joy and
abundance in Christ’s Resurrection.

HOLY SATURDAY- BLESSING OF FOOD
April 4,2026
2:00pm at St. George

and 4:30pm at St. Paul
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Enrolling for 2025-2026 
school year 

 

 
Preschool-8th grade!  

Scholarships are 
available! 

Please contact us at 
330.337.3451  
for more info! 

Saint George & Saint Paul Catholic Parishes 
February 22, 2026– First Sunday of Lent 

10 WEEK RAFFLE WINNERS 
 

Week 1 
* Megan Goll-Ticket #478 ($50.00) 

*Doug Fischer-Ticket#1032 ($50.00) 
Week 2 

*Christine Dundon-Ticket #1105 ($50.00) 
*Sara Thozeski-Ticket#418 ($50.00) 

 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr    
yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt!!    

SSPPEELLLLIINNGG  BBEEEE    
11sstt  ppllaaccee--KKaatthheerriinnee  LLaawwrreennccee    

RRuunnnneerr  UUpp--  JJaaxxssoonn  HHoovvaanniicc  
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Saint George & Saint Paul Catholic Parishes 
February 22, 2026– First Sunday of Lent 

The Season of Lent - 2026 
 Throughout Lent we prepare 
ourselves for the glorious celebration of our 
Lord’s Passion, Death and Resurrection. In 
our Lenten journey toward Easter, may we 
seek a change of heart and a deeper 
conversion to the Gospel. 
 
A reminder of the “Rules” of Lent 
Abstinence is avoiding all meat and all foods 

prepared with meat (sauces, gravies, soups made 
from meat stock, etc.). All Catholics age 14 and 
older are required to abstain from meat on Ash 
Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent, and on Good 
Friday. 

Fasting is minimally defined as eating only one 
full meal and two lighter meals (which together 
do not equal the one full meal) a day, and nothing 
between meals. The Church requires all Catholics 
18-years to 60-years-old to fast on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. (Additionally, the 
Good Friday fast day may be extended until the 
Easter Vigil as “a fast of anticipation” observed 
by the parish in union with the Catechumens 
preparing for Baptism.) Fasting on additional 
days of Lent is encouraged, but not required. 

The Church considers these traditions of fast and 
abstinence as positive disciplines. Our motivation 
is not to deny the goodness of creation or to 
“punish” the body. Through this discipline of self-
sacrifice, we strive to be united in the sacrificial 
love of Christ, to be freed from self-centeredness, 
and to develop a deeper prayer life and a greater 
sense of charity. 
Prayer and Almsgiving are also traditional Lenten 

practices. While there are no “rules” for these, the 
Church encourages all people to spend additional 
time in private and public prayer as part of their 
preparation for Easter. Acts of charity 
(almsgiving) also help us express the self-
sacrifice of Lent by our generosity to the less 
fortunate. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR LENTEN PRAYER 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 Wednesdays at 12noon at St. Paul 

 Fridays at 5:00pm at St. Paul (Spanish) 
 Fridays at 6:30pm at St. George 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 Thursdays at St. Paul following  
 the 9:00am Mass until 4:00pm 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE SACRAMENT 

OF PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION 
INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

 Saturdays at 1:00pm at St. George 
 Saturdays at 3:30pm at St. Paul 

  or by appointment 
“The Light is On for You” — Wednesday, March 4,  

6:30pm-8:00pm at St. George 
 

COMMUNAL RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
 Celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation (i.e. 
“going to Confession”), is a wonderful way of 
receiving God’s Mercy and preparing for Easter. A 
Lenten Reconciliation Service (with several additional 
priests) will be held at St. Paul Parish on  

Sunday, March 22, at 2:00pm. 
 

SCHEDULES FOR HOLY WEEK 
 

+++PALM SUNDAY, March 29,  
 regular Mass schedules 
+++HOLY THURSDAY, April 2,  
 Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 6:00pm at St. Paul 
+++GOOD FRIDAY, April 3, 
 3:00pm Stations of the Cross at St. George  
 6:00pm Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion at St. Paul 
+++HOLY SATURDAY: 
 BLESSING OF FOOD April 4, 
 2:00pm at St. George, and 4:30pm at St. Paul 
+++THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL, April 19, 
 8:30pm at St. Paul [no 4:30pm Mass] 
+++EASTER SUNDAY, April 20, 
 regular Mass schedules 
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Upcoming Parish Events
•Sundays - 9:50-10:50am St. Paul School

•Religious Education Sessions
•Mondays at 12:30pm St. Paul Rectory Meeting Room

•Legion of Mary
•Mondays at 6:30pm St. Paul Parish Center Living Room

•O.C.I.A.
•Tuesdays 6:30pm-8:00 pm St. Paul Rectory Meeting Room

•Lenten Adult & Faith Formation
•Wednesdays at 6:30pm St. Paul Parish Center Living Room

•Women’s Bible Study
•Thursdays at 9:30am St. George

•Praise the Lord Prayer Group
•1st & 3rd Mondays - at 7pm St. Paul Rectory Meeting Room

•Knights of Columbus #1818 Meeting
•1st & 3rd Fridays at 9am St. George Hall

•Men’s Bible Study
•1st Saturday each month at 9am St Paul Church Courtyard

•Rosary
•February 21 - after 4:30 pm Mass at St. Paul School

•Food & Fellowship
•February 22 - after 11:00 am Mass at St. Paul School

•Food & Fellowship
•February 23 - 6:30 pm St. Paul Rectory Meeting Room

•Liturgy Committee meeting
•March 3 - at 10am St Paul Parish Center Living Room

•Widow’s Support Group
•March 9 - 6:30 pm at St. George Hall

•Combined Pastoral Council meeting
•March 11 - 6:30 pm St. Paul Rectory Meeting Room

•St. Paul Finance Council meeting

Saint George & Saint Paul Catholic Parishes
February 22, 2026– First Sunday of Lent

LITURGICAL MINISTERS
TRAINING AND REFRESHER CLASSES

Training and refresher classes for all
current and new Altar Servers (youth and
adult), Lectors, Ushers, and Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion (a.k.a.
Eucharistic Ministers) are scheduled for:
St. George:

6:00 pm, Tuesday, February 24, or
6:00 pm, Wednesday, February 25, or
6:00 pm, Thursday, February 26, or
9:30 am, Sunday, March 1

St. Paul:
6:00 pm, Monday, March 2, or
6:00 pm, Tuesday, March 3, or
5:30 pm, Saturday, March 7, or
12 noon, Sunday, March 8

All Ministries will be addressed at each
session, and you only need to attend one
session.

Ministry requirements:
Altar Servers – Youths who are in the third
grade or older who have made their First
Communion, and adults who have made their
Confirmation (and if you are married, your
Marriage was celebrated in Catholic Church).
Lectors and Ushers – Parishioners who have
made their Confirmation (and if you are
married, your Marriage was celebrated in the
Catholic Church
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion (a.k.a. Eucharistic Ministers)-
Parishioners who are Age 16 and older, have
made their Confirmation (and if you are
married, your Marriage was celebrated in the
Catholic Church). The ministry must receive
re-certification every three years.

First Sunday of Lent - February 22, 2026
"Man does not live by bread alone, but by every

word that comes from the mouth of God."
(Matthew 4:4)

Lent invites us to rely on God’s Word.
In holy matrimony, couples live by this Word,

nourishing their love with faith. Spend some time
this week in scripture and pray together.
If you’re single, pray for your vocation

and the one God may be preparing for you.

1st Sunday of Lent
“It is written: ‘The Lord, your God, shall you worship

and him alone shall you serve.’” -Matthew 4:10
Tempted between the riches and power of this world

and service to God, Jesus chose service to His Father.
If we wish to truly follow Jesus, we, too,

must decide to turn away from worldly power and riches
and put God at the center of our lives.

Lent is our time to prune ourselves of earthly things and develop
and nurture heavenly things. Lent is time to repent and let go of

the other “gods” we have put before God.

Combined Liturgy & Worship Committee
Monday, February 23, 2026 at 6:30pm
St Paul Parish Rectory Meeting Room

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com 6



Parish Staff 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Joseph Ruggieri 
  
Pastors Emeriti 
Rev. Robert Edwards (St. Paul) 
Rev. Stephen Wassie (St. Philip Neri and St. George) 
Rev. James Lang (St. Philip Neri)  
 
St. Paul School Principal 
David Fischer 
330-337-3451 stpaulelemsalem@youngstowndiocese.org 
 

Coordinator of Religious Education 
Safe Environment Compliance Officer 
Peggy Fitch  
 

Pastoral Minister to the Sick and Shut-Ins 
O.C.I.A. Coordinator 
Patti Schaff 
 

Centro San Pablo Director of Hispanic Ministry  
Isabel Leon  
234-564-9609  
 

Music Director 
John Zamarelli 
 

Administrative Assistant/Secretary 
Stefanie Moran 
St. Paul Parish email: parish308@youngstowndiocese.org  
St. George Parish email: parish307@youngstowndiocese.org  
 

Administrative Assistant/Receptionist 
Kim Pollock 
 

St. Paul Sacristan 
Dee Stryzinski 
 

Business Manager 
Patrick Morrissey 
 

St. Paul Parish & St. Paul School Bookkeeper 
Renae Griffith 
bk308@youngstowndicoese.org 
 

St. George Parish Bookkeeper 
Roxie Haynam-Schmuck 
bk307@youngstowndiocese.org  
 

Bulletin Submissions-email: churchoffice@stpaulsalem.org 

St. George Pastoral Council 
 

Jo Barto   Linda Beadnell  
Dave Bernet   Marie Cox 
Marilyn DeCaria  Samual DeCaria 
Linda Gruber   Natalie Guappone 
Marcie Guy   Melanie Hiner 
Joe McKarns   Nancy Preteroti 
Nancy Sakely 
 

St. George Finance Council 
 

Jo Barto   Linda Beadnell 
Dave Bernet   Linda Gruber 
Natalie Guappone  Melanie Hiner 
Joe McKarns 

 

St. Paul Pastoral Council 
 

Celeste Baronzzi  Rose Bedell  
Roger Converse   Kelly Janofa  
Albert Lewandowski  Karen Lewandowski 
Robyn Meals    
 

St. Paul Finance Council 
 

Roger Converse   Rose Converse   
Karen Sebo   Tony Tenzek  
Frank Zamarelli 

 

Confessions:  
   At St. George: Saturdays @ 1:00 pm 
   At St. Paul: Saturdays 3:30 pm or by appointment 
 

Communion to Shut-Ins: Call the Parish Office 
 

Baptisms: Call the Parish Office   
 

Marriages: Call the Parish Office 6 months+  
 before desired date 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
 At St. Paul: Thursdays after 9:00am Mass -4:00pm 
 (Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00pm) 
 

Holiday & Weekday Masses: Consult Bulletin  
 

Office Hours 
 Monday through Thursday 9:00am - 3:00pm 
 Friday 9:00am - 12:00pm (Noon) 

Rev. Joe Ruggieri, Pastor 

The Midweek Pause a prayer and reflection podcast by  
Jo Barto can be found @ columbianahub.org 

St George Facebook address is  
St. George Parish, Lisbon OH 

St. Paul Prayer Chain: Mary Ann Sugar (330) 718-7444 
Divine Mercy Chaplet: Ros Hardgrove (234) 567-1863 
St. George Men’s Bible Study: Mike Nestor (234) 567-7678 
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